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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 02/19/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Response to amendment filed 02/29/2009. Claims 1-6 have been 
amended. Claims 7-15 have been canceled. Claims 1-6 are pending in the 
application. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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2. Claims 1-6, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wasilewski et al, US Patent # 5418782, hereinafter Wasilewski in view of 
Kishtaka et al, US Patent # 6084643, hereinafter Kishtaka, in further view of 
Suga, US PG Pub # 20030137603, hereinafter Suga. 

With regard to claim 1, Wasilewski discloses: 
A system for distributing a signal in a digital network for distribution of transport 
streams carrying a plurality of services, comprising: 

a transmitter configured to generate numbering information pertaining to the 
plurality of services, and for transmitting the signal (column 2, lines 35-43; 
Wasilewski describes generating information about each service, and 
transmitting to the subscriber location; column 7, lines 1-10; Wasilewski 
describes the numbering information as part of the information transmitted to the 
subscriber; the numbering information will be performed by an operator at the 
transmitting end), 

a receiver for receiving the signal, for retrieving the numbering information from 
the signal, and for numbering services (column 2, lines 43-50; Wasilewski 
describes a decoder at the subscriber location to receive and extract the 
information from the signal). 

Wasilewski further discloses the use of a network information table that 
describes which frequency channel caries the service components (column 14, 
lines 17-46), however Wasilewski fails to specifically disclose that the network 
information table includes a first descriptor providing information to the receiver 
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on performing an automatic service update, a linkage descriptor indicating a 
move of a service to another network, and a second descriptor indicating the 
numbering information. In an analogous art, Kishtaka discloses that in digital 
satellite broadcasting, a Network Information Table is transmitted every .1 
seconds (column 7, lines 10-13), and that the version number of the NIT will 
increase each time the content is updated (column 6, lines 56-63; figure 5, 
"version number"), corresponding to a descriptor providing information to the 
receiver on performing an automatic service update). Moreover, Kishtaka 
discloses that the NIT contains a second descriptor indicating the numbering 
information (column 6, line 64 - column 7, line 4 and fig. 6; the service. sub. id 
corresponds to the channel number). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the teaching of 
Kishtaka to the system of Wasilewski to inform the system of an update to the 
NIT for appropriate processing. 

Wasilewski in view of Kishtaka fails to specifically disclose that the 
network information table provides an indication of a move of a service to another 
network. Suga discloses adding a new service option to a user such as a fast- 
forwardable service (paragraph [0064]; this new service is indicated on the NIT 
using a descriptor). This new service has "moved" to the network available to the 
user. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to combine the teaching of Suga of incorporating an 
indication of a new service available to the user that has moved to the network 



Application/Control Number: 10/574,366 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2423 

available to the user to the system of Wasilewski in view of Kishtaka. This 
indication could be included in the network information table as taught by 
Wasilewski and Kishtaka to give the user an indication of a new desirable service 
that is available. 

With regard to claim 2, Wasilewski further discloses wherein the 
information table also comprises at least one of the following: service list 
descriptors and frequency list descriptors (column 14, lines 25-31; the NIT 
contains a tuning map that indicates which frequency channel carries the 
eservice components). 

With regard to claim 3, Wasilewski further discloses wherein prior to a 
transmitter reconfiguration involving changes of frequencies allocated to the 
services, the transport streams include a network information table indicating the 
new transmitter frequencies to be adopted after the transmitter reconfiguration, 
wherein the receiver is arranged to store the information about new transmitter 
frequencies in a memory for user after the new transmitter configurations are 
initiated (column 14, lines 25-31). Wasilewski discloses that the NIT is 
periodically transmitted to the user. Inherently, the tuning map for a frequency 
update must be sent before it is used to send the services in order for the 
receiver to be able to tune to the proper frequency that is used to broadcast the 
service). 

With regard to claim 4, Kishtaka further discloses wherein the first 
descriptor indicates if the automatic service update of the receiver can utilize 



Application/Control Number: 10/574,366 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2423 

information in the service list descriptors (as stated in the claim 1 rejection, 
Kishtaka discloses if the received NIT is an updated NIT by indicating a new 
version number (column 6, lines 56-63; figure 5, "version number"; this gives an 
indication new information contained in the update can be utilized by the receiver 
in order to update the associated information, such as an updated frequency 
map). 

With regard to claim 5, Wasilewski further discloses wherein the first 
descriptor indicates if the automatic service update of the receiver can utilize 
information in the frequency list descriptors (column 12, lines 25-40; the tuning 
map indicates that the selected service is available on a different frequency, the 
apparatus will re-tune to the new frequency; therefore, when a new service 
definition is received periodically, there is an indication that the receiver can 
utilize a new frequency for the selected service). 

Claim 6 is analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 1 . As described, 
Suga discloses an indication in the NIT of a service moving to a new network 
(paragraph [0064]; this new service is indicated on the NIT using a descriptor). 
Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MARK D. FEATHERSTONE whose 
telephone number is (571 )270-3750. The examiner can normally be reached on 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F US Eastern. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272-7296. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
E-Signed 

/Mark Featherstone/ - Assistant Examiner 
/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



